[CHAP. VII1
the chamber, of ambiguous light, in the shapes of Wilton, the Dick Curzons, and your friend the great General.1 I ought not to forget Carnarvon, whom I absolutely did not recognise. . . .
I have not yet received an answer about Duchess 2 Eleanor's house. What do you think of your sister's house in Hill St.? She wants to let it. Would that do for me ? They seem to think that Whitehall Gardens has such a strong recommendation in being near the Ho. of Commons. I doubt that. Hill St. would secure a walk, which is something. Certainly I might find a substitute, if in Whitehall, by walking to the House of C. via Belgrave Square,3 which would not only secure health, but also happiness, which is something also.
To-day's post informs me that I have succeeded in getting rooms at Edwards's Hotel from Friday next, and I shall keep them on till my plans for the season are matured. They are miserable; merely a couple of rooms on the ground floor, but they are a sort of headquarters, until I get a house, or commit some other folly. . . .
Accordingly on Friday, January 23, Disraeli came up from Bretby to his London hotel with the view of attending on the Saturday a. meeting of the trustees of the British Museum, and also of deciding finally on his future house. It still wanted nearly a fortnight to the date fixed for the opening of the session; and his intention was to return after a week-end in town to his home at Hughenden. When, however, he woke on the Saturday morning, he was greeted by the momentous news that the Queen had been advised to dissolve Parliament immediately, and that Gladstone, in appealing to the electors to give him a new lease of power, had dangled before their eyes a surplus of several millions, and promised therewith to abolish the income tax. * I saw the necessity/ Disraeli told Lady Bradford, ' of immediately accepting the challenge of Gladstone, which of course he counted on my not being able to do. But a political manifesto is the most responsible of all undertakings, and I had not a human being to share that responsibility.' It was a Saturday in the recess; he had only such conveniences at
1 J. Macdonald.                                  3 Where the Bradford* lived.
2 Of Northumberland.towhe$ the
